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Vancouver has filed a second lawsuit
against Chevron for the financial
losses it incurred in the wake of the
fire at its Burnaby refinery in 2013.
The money claimed by Vancouver is
more than $200 million. In the early
hours of April 9, 2013, a large fire
swept through the Richmond
refinery, causing an explosion that
destroyed one of the plant’s six crude-
processing units. As a result,
Chevron was forced to shut down the
facility. The city filed suit against
Chevron in April 2015 for $3.5
billion. At that time, it included
money for increased emergency-
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response costs and the cost of
construction of emergency centers,
plus the alleged lost value of taxable
property. The matter is before B.C.
Supreme Court. Chevron has not yet
filed a defence. On February 3,
2016, Vancouver filed a notice of
civil claim for lost income and
punitive damages, and an amended
notice of civil claim for lost income,
lost profits, and punitive damages.
The city's 2018 motion refers to five
cases in B.C. Supreme Court where
the city “sought a declaration that
Chevron must pay for its response
costs, and for damages to natural-
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resource-related businesses including
loss of business income”. A key
point in the motion is that Chevron
“has all along identified each of the
causes of action, counterclaims, and
issues to be raised in this action as
having the potential to result in a
payment to the City.” According to
the motion, the “latest assertion of
counterclaims represents a wholesale
re-alignment of the City's claim.”
The city’s amended notice includes a
legal argument that “Chevron owes
the City for lost business income
based on the nature and
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