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vote.The government of Malawi pledged on
Monday to stop the practice of forced evictions
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in the country, the Associated Press (AP)
reported. This comes after a record number of
evictions in the country in 2019. The number of
homes affected by forced evictions in 2019,
according to government figures released in
March, was the highest recorded in the last
decade. Since then, the government has been
making efforts to curb evictions. In April, a bill
was passed in Parliament to extend the eviction
moratorium to two years. Malawi's justice
minister, Martin Kalombil, told the AP in an
interview on Monday that the president will use
his new authority to issue a decree halting the
practice. "It is a legal process, and [government
officials] will follow the law when they evict, and
they will be doing so in respect of that legal
process,"” he said. More than 38,000 Malawians
were living in informal settlements as of August
2019, according to the country's statistics
agency. The human rights group Transparency
International Malawi estimates that more than
175,000 people have been evicted from their
homes since the moratorium began. The
government, however, said evictions began
under Malawi's previous administration in 2014
and that those forced out were provided
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alternative housing upon request. According to
government documents cited by the AP, the
number of people evicted grew by more than
100 percent from the last year under the
previous government to the current one. In a
statement last week, the Association of
Residents in Greater
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