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support their biases and absolve themselves of the
requirement to consider other views. A new spate of
challenge petitions to the High Court allows people to
circumvent the public petitioning system to get their
spurious arguments in front of the High Court. They
can then, again, refuse to consider the evidence
brought to the court by others and use this as a basis
to strike down the law they find so objectionable.
Campaigners may believe that a petition is the only
legitimate way to bring a case, and all the evidence
must be brought forward for it to be valid. The
premise of petitioning is to secure the support of the
public for the case put forward. However, the High
Court itself has found that, where there are more than
three other similar cases pending, petitioning is not
the best way to assert a case, even if it is more
effective than a judicial review. Therefore, it is easy to
see that simply launching a petition in the High Court
at the start of a counter-terrorism investigation will
make it easier for the state to shut down debate on
the subject entirely.
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