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invention relates to thermosettable compositions and more
particularly to thermosettable unsaturated polyester
compositions which are highly resistant to hydrolytic attack.
One problem that has long been encountered in the plastics
industry is the fact that many plastics are subject to attack by
water. Accordingly, attempts have been made to impart to
plastics resistance to water. For example, it is known to add
various types of resins, including copolymers and co-
thermosetting phenolic resins, to polymers to give them
resistance to weathering. Other types of polymeric compounds
that have been used to render plastics water-resistant are the
polyurethanes and polyepoxides. The thermosetting resins used
in the preparation of epoxy resins can suffer from the
disadvantage that they typically are quite brittle, which can
make such epoxy resins unsuitable for the preparation of
flexible articles, such as automotive interior parts. The use of a
"hardener" material such as an amine can improve the strength
of many epoxy resins, but such a material can be expensive and
may require an undesirably long period of time for the curing
reaction. Epoxy resins are known to be curable by the action of
a combination of a polyol and a polyamine. U.S. Pat. No.
3,879,349 to Starcher et al. discloses polyepoxy resins that can
be cured by heating under pressure for several minutes to
several hours at 80
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